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psychology had been that of an Irishman living in Ireland, who
only visits England on business, after 1881 it became more like
that of an Irishman who has settled in England and married an
English wife.
Parnell's conduct may be variously estimated. Before he joined
Mrs. O'Shea, he had to Healy's knowledge (T. M. Healy, Letters and
Leaders of My Day, pp. 90, 93, 108-10) committed certain acts of
profligacy. But his relation to Mrs. O'Shea seemed to the public in
1890 to reflect much more gravely on his character than it really did,
since only O'Shea's version of it was heard in the divorce court. The
incriminated pair durst not reply, because, once O'Shea had brought
his action, their sole chance ever to be free from him was that he
should succeed. And in order that he should, it became necessary
for him to make out that he had been 'deceived* during a period of
no less than nine years. It was this unmerited imputation of special
and prolonged duplicity, quite as much as that of immorality, which
damned Parnell with the English nonconformists.